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Protocol to prevent and control AVIAN INFLUENZA in Farms, poultry houses and slaughterhouses

According to the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), it is recommended to apply in your premise (poultry house, farm and slaughterhouse) a biosecurity procedure to control and prevent the spreading of the AVIAN INFLUENZA.

The biosecurity procedure and practices protect poultry operations of any size. This procedure takes under consideration the following points:

A. Keep poultry in closed poultry houses

B. Keep wild birds and their feces away from poultry and poultry feed

C. Seal poultry house attics and cover ventilation openings with screens

D. Thoroughly and routinely clean all equipment, vehicles, including service vehicles, clothing and footwear before and after coming into contact with poultry

E. Ensure proper hygiene practices for all persons coming into contact with poultry

F. Maintain high sanitation standards in and around poultry houses

G. Isolate or avoid introducing new birds into existing poultry flocks if their health status is unknown

H. Limit access to poultry houses, including farm workers, feed suppliers, poultry veterinarians, catching crews, sawdust and shavings suppliers, agricultural service personnel and casual visitors

I. Avoid using water in poultry houses contaminated with feces from wild birds

J. Ensure thorough cleaning and disinfection for all cages transporting birds

K. Maintain a log of all visitors coming into contact with poultry.

To control the points D & E of the biosecurity procedure, it is required to use a disinfectant for vehicles, equipments and surfaces. For people’s hygiene, it is required to use a hand sanitizer.

According to CFIA, a quaternary ammonium salt based disinfectant and sanitizer can be used at 1000 ppm to control the AVIAN INFLUENZA in 10 minutes contact time.

Regarding to this recommendation atoms Canada presents two products: Ato quat & Anti-microbe.

 Ato quat, is a disinfectant, certified by Health of Canada & Agriculture of Canada and it has a DIN (drug identification number) DIN#02243658.

· 1% solution of Ato quat (10mL per 1 Liter of water) yields 1000 ppm acive of quaternary ammonium chloride (Benzalkonium chloride). 
Contact time is 10 minutes at this concentration to control more 99.9%

· Vaporize on all surfaces in contact with or not with birds.

· Vaporize on equipments before entering the premise and after.

· Vaporize on vehicles – particularly the tires, wheel and undercarriage.

· Prepare a footbath of Ato quat at 2% (20 mL per 1 Liter of water) to disinfect footwear and boots before entering the farm and after in less than 10 minutes.

· To control the virus in air, put the 1% solution of Ato quat in a foager and apply a fumigation in the air ( a volume of 1 cube meter needs a 40 seconds of fumigation).

NB: pay attention do not stand next to the foager while fumigating at this concentration of Ato quat. 

Anti-microbe, a hand sanitizer foam, pH neutral and alcohol free, certified by Health of Canada & Agriculture of Canada and it has a DIN DIN#02248351.

· Anti-microbe is a ready to use sanitizer; it contains 3000 ppm active quaternary ammonium chloride.  The recommendation of CFIA is 1000 ppm of quaternary ammonium chloride for that Anti-microbe controls the virus in less than 10 minutes.

· Anti-microbe is certified food contact no rinse.

· Apply Anti-microbe on hands of owners, managers, workers, employees, suppliers, poultry veterinarians and visitors…

· Apply Anti-microbe before entering the farm, the production area, before and after touching any kind of birds, after toilets…
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